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Synopsis 
Meet George Pearce – he's easy to spot, because of his huge massive ears. Having big ears has its 
advantages – nothing escapes George, and soon he is awash with information that he has picked up on the 
sly. The problem is, when so many other people's opinions start to fill your ears it's hard to hear the little 
voice inside your own head. Soon George is so disorientated by conflicting advice that he's overwhelmed. 
Can he find a way to reassert his identity?  

 

At a glance  
Suitability Structure Genre Themes Curriculum 

links 
Values 
addressed 

EYFS 
Key Stage 1 

Third person 
narrative 
Rhyming text 
Full-bleed 
illustrations 

Picture book 
Humour 
Rhyming text 
Cautionary tale 

 

Body image 
Individuality 
Friendship 
Fitting in 
Self-esteem 
Privacy 
 

English 
ICT 
Art 
Science 
PSHE 

Right to privacy 
Respect  
Strength 
Courage 
Tenacity 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Classroom discussion & activities 

BEFORE READING 

What do you think the story might be from the title only? (without showing the cover to students) 
 
Now show the cover. What is the first thing they notice? What do you think the book might be about? What 
are the clues in the cover makes them think that? Is it different from what they first thought?  
 

AFTER READING – DISCUSSION POINTS 

The book explores several themes which lend themselves to group discussion: body image, the moral 
implications of eavesdropping, the importance of individuality and own taste, and friendship. This is 
conveyed in the story through the use of concepts and objects that young children will relate to: favourite 
colours, favourite games etc.   

Compare the first and second double pages – what are the differences in the drawing (colours, George’s 
face, objects around him)? Why do you think ‘This’ is underlined? Which do you think is the true 
representation of George? 
Why do you think the author uses the word ‘remarkable’ to describe George’s ears? 
 
George is listening out “on the sly” – what does that mean?  What might happen? 
Link to the next spread – compare the page on the left and the one on the right 

Colour is very important in the story. Look out for examples where it might express how George feels 
(yellow/grey). In the illustration in which the boy and the girl are fighting over which ball to play with, what 
do you think about the choice of colour (pink/blue)? Compare this to what colour George chooses for 
himself at the end. 

In the street scene, how does the illustrator use the word ‘blah’? What is he trying to express? 
Compare this spread to the next one. Is it exactly the same picture or are the characters slightly different? 
Why might that be? Why do you think the colours have changed? 
 
The use of different lettering (also called ‘typeface’ or ‘font’) is important in the book to express sounds and 
emotions. When is it used? Why do you think it is used in those places? Look particularly at the pile of 
words and compare the use of majuscule and miniscule letters.   

 

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 
 
READING 

George uses ticks a lot to help him decide what is right for him. List some statements about the story and 
ask students to tick those that are true. 

Look for examples of rhyming words in the text.  

Read other cautionary tales to identify and compare the morals (you could look those that rhyme such as 
Hilaire Belloc and Jean de la Fontaine). Why do stories “teach” us lessons?  

 

WRITING 

Create labels of some of your favourite things (colours, books, food etc). Once you have created your self-
portrait (see Art activity), stick the labels around it to create a ME poster.  
 
In the double-spread in the street, what might the characters be saying to each other? Use the attached 
reproduction and add speech bubbles to recreate what you think they might be saying to each other. 



CROSS CURRICULAR (Science, ICT, PSHE, Art, Design & Technology) 
 

Science – use the attached illustration of George to label parts of human face, and colour those labels that 
are associated to a sense.  

 

Art –Investigate portraits in art, possibly focussing on Picasso who also highlighted certain features of the 
face. Create a self-portrait. If cameras are available, get students to take pictures of each other first in order 
to use them as a base for their portrait.   

 

ICT - Explore the use of different fonts and upper/lower case letters to express different sounds and 
emotions and/or what a text might be about. 

 

PSHE – Discuss some of the issues raised in the book including:  
* Is it ok to eavesdrop on people, even with the best intentions at heart? 
* Does being friends mean we always have to like the same things?  Should we change in order to fit it? 
 
Provide pictures of a variety of everyday items/food/ etc. to use in groups. Give each student within the 
group a colour and ask them to tick the items they like and cross those they don’t and discuss their 
similarities and differences in the group.  

 

 

See also: 
 

Terry Perkins and His Upside Down Frown by Felix Massie (9781847806208) 
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